
 

 
 
 

 
 

USTA Mid-Atlantic Section 
2018 Safe Place to Play 

Grant Guidelines 
 

 
The local tennis courts – whether at the public park, nearby school or within the community – are the gathering 
places for everyday fun, competition, healthy activity and building bonds. These spaces bring together families, 
friends, coworkers and neighbors no matter their background or ability. To ensure people have well maintained, 
safe and quality courts for play the USTA Mid-Atlantic offers grants up to $10,000 to support: 
 

● Basic facility improvements, including fixed court amenities (i.e. backboards, fencing, windscreens, etc.) 
● Resurfacing of existing 36’, 60’, 78’ courts 
● Converting an existing 78’ court to stand-alone 36’ courts. 
● Lighting 
● New construction or existing facility construction  

 
Funding priority is given to program proposals which will impact the long-term growth and diversity of tennis in the 
Mid-Atlantic region. All funding decisions are final and may not be appealed. 
 
Deadline 

● Applications will be reviewed on rolling basis until November 15, 2018. Applicants will be notified 
no later than December 15, 2018 of award status.  

 
Eligibility 

● Financial support is awarded only to organizations; individuals seeking grant funding are not eligible.  
● Recipient organizations must be registered with the IRS as a 501(c)3 non-profit organization or a public 

agency (i.e  public schools, or parks and recreation departments).  
● Organizations seeking financial support that are not classified as a non-profit may use a non-profit partner 

organization as a fiscal agent to receive and administer funds. Click here for more information on fiscal 
agents. 

● An organization is not allowed to receive grant funding for three or more years in a five year span. 
● Recipient organizations are required to have accessible and affordable programming for youth in the 

community. If the organization applying for the grant does not already have programming, the organization is 
required to partner with an organization that can implement/manage programming for them. For all 
programming, registration fees should be reasonable to encourage greater participation.  

 
To Apply 

● Click here to apply online. Mailed or faxed applications will not be accepted. Only online submissions will be 
considered for funding. 

 
Grant Guidelines 

● Organization requesting funding must have existing youth and/or adult programs and/or already partnered 
with an organization to manage tennis programs. 

● Organization must host a free, fun and engaging event for all ages in their local community. 
o Market and promote the event to the best of its ability to ensure a successfully attended event 
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● Provide onsite tennis activities to introduce tennis programming available on the courts 
● Organization must be a registered 501(c)3 charitable nonprofit or public agency. 
● Organization must submit final accountability report per accountability reporting guidelines (no more than 

one year after receiving the grant award) 
 
Use of Grant funds 

● Upon notification of award, grant recipients must execute a USTA MAS award letter detailing grant terms 
and conditions.  

● USTA MAS makes “spendable” grants that are to be spent according to the proposal, schedule, budget, and 
conditions specified in USTA MAS’s award letter and approved proposal.  

● Awarded grant funds may not be expended on project costs incurred prior to the grant start date or, without 
USTA MAS’s prior written approval, after the grant end date.  

● Grant funds cannot be used as collateral, to offset other financial obligations (including interest payments on 
lines of credit, and securing or servicing debt), nor to meet cash flow or general operating expenses that are 
unrelated to the purpose of the grant proposal as defined in the grant award letter.  

● Grant recipients are expected to maintain controls to ensure the use of grant funds complies with the rules 
and guidance promulgated by the United States Office of Foreign Assets Control. 

 
Grant Reporting and Recordkeeping 

● USTA MAS requires timely and informative final grant reporting.  
● Grant recipients are expected to provide both narrative and financial reports. Narrative and financial reports 

should be submitted together on or before the due dates specified in USTA MAS’s award letter.  
o Narrative reports should describe the activities undertaken, the use of grant funds, and evaluate 

the progress made toward achieving the purposes of the grant during the reporting period.  
o Financial reports should be specific to the grant. If an organization has multiple grants from USTA 

MAS, each grant must be separately reported. Grant recipients are required to use the same 
budget categories used in the grant proposal, making it possible for line-by-line comparison of the 
approved budget and actual expenditures. 

● USTA MAS may require the return of grant funds for delinquent or unsatisfactory reporting, and will consider 
reporting history in the awarding of future grants.  

● Grant recipients are required to retain accounting records, detailing all receipts and expenditures, for a 
minimum of three years following submission of the final grant report.  

● USTA MAS reserves the right to conduct on and off site audits of records related to the use of grant funds.  
● Grant recipients are expected to promptly inform USTA MAS in writing of significant changes in project 

staffing, organizational leadership, scheduling, or budgeting, when such changes occur during the grant 
period. 

● In cases where grant recipients spending is not consistent with USTA MAS’s award, USTA MAS reserves 
the right to request the return of grant funds, disallow expenditures, or take other remedial actions.  

● Grant recipients wishing to change the terms of a grant, through extension of the grant period, reallocation of 
grant funds, or rollover of grant funds from one USTA MAS grant into another given for the same purpose, or 
to transfer a grant to another organization, should contact USTA MAS.  

● Grant recipients must obtain advanced written approval from USTA MAS for any material changes to the 
grant terms.  

● Significant changes, such as repurposing a grant or modifying the terms of a matching grant, require review 
and approval of the CEO.  

● USTA MAS reserves the right to suspend the use of grant funds if the change is considered material to the 
success of the grant. 
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